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An 18-y=ar-old man presents with swelling of his face and lips. He reports three previous episodes of facial paralysis on either
side since childhood. Examination revesls marked swelling of his enfire face with peripheral facial weskness biaterslly (Fig.
34-1}). He reports that his father also had intermitient episodes of facial weskness and swelling. Examination of his tongus
revesls desp furrowing (Fig. 34-2) but no other sbnormalities.
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¢ Download figure as PowerPoint slide
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Figure 34-1
Melkersson-Rosenthal syndrome. Mote swelling of the face and lips.
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nany peopke have deep fissuring of the tongue with no history of facial swelling or palsy. Melkersson- ol 21 - 1263—-1270.
Id be included in the differential diagnosis of recurrent facial palsy, which can also be s=en in Lyme
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K Key Points to Remember

= Melkersson-Rosanthal syndrome is characterized by the triad of recurrent facial paralysis, facial swelling. and a
deeply fissured tongue.

= Melkersson-Rosenthal syndrome is a rare cause of recurrent peripheral facial palsy; other causes are Lyme
disease, sarcoidosis, and lymphoma.

= Many people have a deeply fissured tongue with no history of facial swelling or weaknest
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