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BRICS held Deputy Ministers' meeting 


International Relations and Cooperation (Dirco) Deputy Minister Nomaindiya Mfeketo
International Relations and Cooperation (Dirco) Deputy Minister Nomaindiya Mfeketo represented South Africa at the BRICS Deputy Foreign Affairs Ministers Meeting held in Moscow, Russia.

Russia, in its capacity as BRICS Chair, hosted the one-day meeting which was attended by deputy ministers from SA, Brazil, Russia, India and China.

The consultation amongst the Deputy Ministers was held in preparation for the VII BRICS Summit, which will take place in Ufa, in July. 

“The meeting will also serve to further strengthen BRICS consultations on global issues of mutual interest. Cooperation between the BRICS members have deepened over the past year in a number of areas identified at the annual summits,” Dirco said on the meeting.

Also on the agenda matters relating to the Middle East and North Africa were discussed.

Developments in the Middle East and North Africa were first addressed by the Leaders of BRICS at the Third BRICS Summit held in Sanya, China, in 2011. 

WEF a tremendous success, said President 
The World Economic Forum (WEF) on Africa has been described as a tremendous success by President Jacob Zuma.

He said that WEF Africa, which was held in Cape Town, would have a positive impact on South Africa and the African continent.

The South African delegation, which comprised Cabinet Ministers, Premiers, Deputy Ministers, Mayors, Brand SA Ambassadors and businesspeople, had managed to market the country well.

"It has been a successful forum and it was one of the best World Economic Forum on Africa meetings. We can confidently say we are happy as South Africa because we have achieved something for ourselves.

“The message was clear that South Africa and the African continent are ideal investment destinations and they are open for business,” said President Zuma at the close of the forum.

"WEF organisers and participants from across the globe have praised South Africa for the manner in which we had hosted this forum. The WEF itself has said the participants in this forum were more active and forthcoming than in any other forum and this shows that many people are interested in South Africa and they are taking South Africa as a serious global player.”

The meeting also showed that interest in Africa is growing. “The continent is now able to speak more clearly about investment, there is now more clarity on infrastructure projects that are awaiting investment,” the President said.

The President said infrastructure has taken centre stage in many international forums and the forum on infrastructure development in particular received attention.

"During the forum there was a strong view that no country can develop optimally without proper infrastructure. “Investors and governments are able to see that there is better coordination of infrastructure delivery and development finance institutions are coming on board and there's political commitment by African leaders to invest more on infrastructure.”

President Zuma said South Africa will have a good report at the African Union Summit as the matter of infrastructure will be one of the topics in the summit agenda. 
AU summit kicked off in SA 
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30th Ordinary Session of the Permanent Representatives Committee (PRC), June 7 2015, Pretoria, South Africa

Delegates from African countries gathered at the International Relations and Cooperation Department offices in Pretoria as the African Union (AU) Summit got underway there on Sunday, 7 June.

The  summit, which was being  held under the theme: “Year of Women’s Empowerment and Development towards Africa’s Agenda 2063”, was held in South Africa for the first time since the formation of the AU in Durban in 2002.

On Sunday, the summit was officially started with the 30th Ordinary Session of the Permanent Representatives Committee (PRC) which was co-chaired by South Africa’s International Relations Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane.

The PRC discussed items on the agenda in preparation for the 25th AU Summit submitted to the Executive Council for adoption. 

Discussions at this summit were mostly on the imminent adoption of the Agenda 2063 agreed to by member states in 2013.

Agenda 2063 was a call for action and a road map to achieve continental development goals.

It represented a collective effort and an opportunity for Africa to regain its power to determine its own destiny, and was underpinned by the AU vision to build an integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, an Africa driven and managed by its own citizens and representing a dynamic force in the international arena.

African countries were committed to the regional economic integration which enabled the free movement of goods, services, people and capital between national markets.

It was fundamental to achieve robust and equitable growth in Africa. The regional integration agenda incorporated a range of objectives.

It was about giving African producers access to regional markets and integrating them into more productive regional value chains. It included integrating financial markets, to enable capital to flow more readily among national economies.

It also included promoting the free movement of labour, for more efficient regional labour markets and for improved access to skilled labour for specialist production.

All these objectives are essential to achieving structural transformation in African economies, boosting productivity per worker and therefore living standards.

Observers had said Agenda 2063 should be seen as a new phase in efforts by Africans to catalyse development of the continent and strengthen African integration and unity.

African Union Chairperson Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma opened the meeting on Sunday.

The opening session of the summit in Pretoria featured welcome remarks by Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe who is the Chairperson of the African Union, United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki Moon and State of Palestine President and Chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Executive Committee, Mahmoud Abbas.

The Heads of State and Government, took place later that week, considered the report of the commission on the Ebola crisis, the report of the ministerial retreat on the first ten-year implementation plan of the Agenda 2063 and modalities for implementation of the alternative sources of financing the AU, the report of the Peace and Security Council on its activities and the state of peace and security in Africa, and progress report of the Commission on Maternal, New Born and Child Health. 
AU launched Continental Free Trade Agreement 

Cabinet had announced that the African Union (AU) launched the Continental Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) on 15 June 2015, in Johannesburg.

According to Cabinet, the CFTA created a market of over 1.3 billion people with a combined GDP of over $2 trillion.

Addressing the media in Cape Town during a post Cabinet media briefing, Minister in the Presidency responsible for Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, Jeff Radebe, said the CFTA will build on the Tripartite Free Trade Area and progress achieved in the regional economic communities.  

“It will also give traders and investors access to a growing market and provide a basis for enhanced intra-Africa trade,” he said.

The launch took place on the last day of the AU Summit.

It focused on the implementation of decisions taken at the January 2015 Summit, which included Agenda 2063 and its First 10-Year Implementation Plan, State of Continental Peace and Security, including Terrorism, Women’s Empowerment and Development, Alternative Sources of Funding the AU, Continental integration and operationalizing the African Centre for Disease Control and Prevention by 2015.
Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan, H.E. Mr. Askar Mussinov attended the AU Summit, in Johannesburg as an observer.
South African delegates attended the Astana Economic Forum, Kazakhstan

Dr Anil Sooklal addressing delegates at the panel session “Africa – the next driver of the world economy”

The VIII Astana Economic Forum (AEF) was held from 21-22 May 2015 in the capital of Kazakhstan, Astana. The forum has become an authoritative dialogue platform for international discussions on global economic and social challenges. It attracts world leaders, experts and representatives from the business world. The theme this year was "Infrastructure: driver of sustainable economic growth".  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, for the first time, organized a panel session entitled “Africa – the next driver of the world economy”, during which the development of the African continent and its cooperation with Kazakhstan was discussed.  
This Session was i.a. addressed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Mr. E. Idrissov, the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme, Ms. H. Clark, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in Africa, Mr. M. Abdelaziz. DIRCO Deputy Director General, Dr Anil Sooklal, represented South Africa at the Session and in his speech gave a brief overview of bilateral political and economic relations between South Africa and Kazakhstan, South Africa’s observer status in the G8 and economic relations with other countries.  
 

Dr Anil Sooklal addressing delegates at the panel session “The strategy of Economic Growth and effects of integration in the Eurasian Economic Union and other regional associations”
Dr. Sooklal also participated in two other sessions, where new forms of economic integration, the current world macroeconomic situation and economic growth strategies of regional associations were discussed.
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Mr. Siyabonga Gama, Group Chief Executive of Transnet SOC Ltd, attending the third International transport and logistics business forum “New Silk Way”
The third international transport and logistics business forum “New Silk Way” was another session that was held during the AEF 2015. More than 200 representatives of railway administrations, including the leaders of railway companies from Turkey, China, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Iran, Lithuania and Latvia participated on the forum. The Railway Administration of the Republic of South Africa was represented by the Group Chief Executive, Mr. Siyabonga Gama, of Transnet SOC Ltd. The South African company participated for the first time and attracted a lot of attention.
Celebrations of Mandela Day in Astana and Almaty
On 7-8 May 2015 Ambassador S.M. Soni and his spouse, Mrs. Ruweida Soni, participated in the 4th annual Silk Way International Model United Nations, held at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University in Almaty. It was the biggest UN supported conference for youth in Central Asia. Ambassador and Mrs. Soni promoted South Africa and UN Mandela Day.  
A few days later, on 13 May 2015 the South African Embassy in the Republic of Kazakhstan in partnership with UN Representation in Kazakhstan launched UN International Yoga Day, UN Academic Impact and UN Mandela Day at KAZGUU University in Astana. Mrs. Ruweida Soni, Spouse of South African Ambassador S.M. Soni, choreographed a “Dance Yoga” and 500 KAZGUU students, academics and guests danced in front of the university. 
President of KAZGUU, Mr. Maksut Narikbayev, Head of the International Association "Peace through culture", Mr. Tolegen Mukhamedjanov, First Secretary of the Indian Embassy, Mr. G. Raghu and Head of "Green Academy" Scientific research and education centre, Mrs. B. Yessekina participated in this event.
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For more information on South Africa please visit www.gov.za and www.southafrica.net
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